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2008 - 2009  NEWSLETTER  
 
As a recent member of SDAA we wanted  to inform you of some of the key events 
and catches during  the last year (since May 2008) , and to invite you to rejoin the 

club for the coming 2009/10 season.   Existing membership is valid until 15 th  June 
2009 with  new Membership  Books and Night Permits  available in  early May 2009.  

The Club has faced a number of unexpected challenges throughout the last year.  
With a n expanded  committee determined to face  up to these challenges and 
continued support from the membership, we are confident that the Club can 
overcome these setbacks and make significant im provements to the fisheries and  
the continued enjoyment anglers will derive from the Club.  

Thereôs no incre ase in subscriptions for 2009/ 10!  Adults still £55!  There  is a new 
key (£5) , due to changed locks for security at our gated fisheries.  So, even with a 
Night Permit , a whole yearôs quality fishing  24/7  for only  £10 0!  

Weôve included a questionnaire with the mailing of this newsletter and we 
definitely  do want to  know what YOU think about the C lub, its waters and its 
organisation.  We know that we need to meet YOUR expectations if we are to 

continue to have you as a member.  One  lucky respondent is going to  win a free 
membership and key worth £60, so remember, ñYouôve got to be in it to win it!ò 

SDAAôs waters offer a diverse range of venues  to target , with the very real 
prospect of catching specimen fish from a wide variety of species.   From Barbel 

(we canôt think of a fish beginning with ñAò) to Zander, you can plan a campaign 
for trophy -sized examples  of  almost all coarse species or have a  relaxing  day out 
enjoying catchi ng healthy fish from our lakes and  rivers.  

Sometimes  you may  find  your fishing  has got in a rut .  Make 2009/ 10 a year to 
break the mould and get back to really enjoying your fishing again .  Join SDAA  and 
try some of our well -stocked waters that maybe you  missed in the past !  

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING SUMMARY  

The AGM was held on 25 th  March 2009 a nd was attended by 42 members.  Pete 
Allen stepped down after several years as  Chairperson, but remains a Director of 
the Club.  Richard Bell was elected as the new Chairperson with all the other 

Officers of the Club re -elected (Neil Bygrave took over as M atch Secretary from 
Alan Andrews during November ).  Bob Izzard, Andy Knight, Bry an Lancaster  and  
Andy Stapleton have joined the committee.  

The accounts for the 2007/8 season showed a surplus of £6.5k and a slight 
increase in membership.  Our financial year ends on 15 th  June, so the accounts for 
the 2008/9 season will be presented at the next AGM, and are expected to show a 

similar surplus.  

Guest tickets at £10 will  now be refundable if the guest angler subsequently joins 
SDAA as a  full member  and are now an ideal way to ñtake a friend fishingò and 
introduce a potential new member !!  

Although the subject of much debate before its introduction, the Night Permit is 
now generally viewed as a success.  The Airman and Willington Lake  now attract  
serio us night anglers wanting to concentrate on their fishing rather than noisy 

socialising.  Litter is less and p egs are easier to come by, with plenty of space 

usually available for day anglers . 

A number of changes and initiatives are being put in place to en courage more 
junior anglers.  W e have raised the qualifying age for Junior membership in line 
with the EA rod licence (i.e. under 17).  Juniors aged 12 -16 will now be able to fish 
all Club waters unaccompanied (except whilst night fishing), provided they h ave 
prior parental approva l.  Parents are responsible for their own childôs safety whilst 

on club waters, and they must decide if their children can be allowed to fish 
unaccompanied.  We are seeking  to recruit members as potential coaches to 
undergo nation ally recognised training that can benefit both junior s and  adult s.  

MATCHES  

Although smaller than in the distant past, the reformed Match Group continues to 
develop (see some catch reports below).  They have a full programme of fixtures  
(open to all  members ) featuring club, inter -club and IPA matches and then finish 

off with a dinner and presentation evening for the ma ny trophies that are on offer.  

There are also 2 major new attractio ns for 2009/ 10: Firstly, three 24 -hour 
contests will be held on the Airman,  Willington and to begin with, Broom Lake.  
Open to all members, this latter event will offer the chance to night - fish the 
normally da ylight -only Broom.  There will be no entry fee to t he Airman and 
Willington contests for  night permit holders.  Secondly, a series of 5 pike matches 

will be held t hrough th e autumn and winter.  B ookings for some  events are ñ1st  
come, 1 st  servedò and contact details are in the new club membership book.  

WEBSITE  

For up to date news and catch reports  from our waters , visit the Cl ubôs website 
www.shefforddaa.org.uk .  The following catches and news are since May 2008.  

THE AIRMAN PIT  

  

Ben Toyer 45lb 2oz catfish  Alan Woods  26 lb 14 oz mirror  

The Airman stood out as our best all round wa ter last season.  As our noted catfish 
water they were successfully targeted throughout the warmer months with several 
fish over 40lb being reported, topped by Ben Toyerôs club record  of 45lb 2oz that 

http://www.shefforddaa.org.uk/


clinched the catfish trophy.  Carp were caught in numbe rs throughout the year and 
venue regular Alan Woods caught no less than 5 different specimens over 25lb, his 
best being a 26lb 14oz mirror that claimed the carp cup.  Occasional bream to 

double figures and good numbers of tench also featured in early seaso n catches.  

Roach were consistent feeders throughout the year with several anglers reporting 
catches of over 20lb of quality fish to well over a pound.  Tim Ridge won the July 
match with an impressive 16lb 5oz made up entirely of roach.  However, the 
larges t bag reported was a massive 52lb net of redfins caught by Mark Athow in 
January when the fish were tightly shoaled.  Several roach (and rudd) over 2lb in 
weight were reported as óaccidental capturesô on carp gear during the summer.  

The lake has recorded roach to just over 3lb in the past; the óchallenge ô is how to 
selectively target these larger roach with so many other good -sized roach present.  

Several juniors also enjoyed catches of specimens at the Airman.  James 
Longhurst caught a personal best mirror  carp of 26lb and followed this up with a 

personal best catfish of 28lb 8oz.   

  

James Longhurst 26lb mirror  James Longhurst 28lb 8oz catfish  

Young Joseph Knight also had a personal best carp of 19lb 3oz, but did admit to 
needing a little help from his  dad to land the fish.  With roach anglers often 
pestered by the attention of pike, several anglers set out to catch a specimen pike.  
The largest pike reported from the venue was a 15lb specimen to Vic Jackson, 

which secured the Pike cup.  Perch also made  a welcome appearance in catches 
with fish to over 1lb 8oz being caught.  

  

Joseph Knight 19lb 3oz mirror  Vic Jackson 15lb pike  

As the Club owns the Airman, w e intend to start work on long term improvements 
to the e ntrance, car park and footpath.  Howev er, the speed at which we can make 
these improvements will be subject to deriving suffici ent income from membership 

fees during the first few months of the season.  It may be necessary to close the 

lake for a few days whilst some of these works are carried  out, especially any work 
to improve the entrance.  

BROOM LAKE  

The carp in Broom Lake fed well during May before the start of spawning activity 
with several multiple bags of fish falling to surface baits, typified by the 9 carp 
haul by Vince Whittaker inclu ding a 22lb 4oz common and 20lb 4oz mirror during a 

short evening session.  Dawn Hatchelt persevered with bottom baits and was 
rewarded with several upper doubles including a 19lb 2oz common.  Spawning 
activity and the very changeable weather then made the  carp unpredictable, 
feeding hard for a few days and then doing a disappearing act.  Anglers choosing 

the right days and tactics were rewarded with multiple carp catches through to the 
end of October when carp activity finally slowed down for the winter.    

  

Vince Whittaker 22lb 4oz common  Dawn Hatchelt 19lb 2oz common  

Spodding large beds of bait only worked occasionally, but more often just resulted 
in feeding up the carp and making them less catchable.  Far more consistent carp 
catches came to anglers  using modest amounts of free offerings, or even just 
fishing single baits.  

Broom again proved it is far from being just a carp water.  Tench and bream 
proved to be reliable feeders , even when the carp fishing went quiet.  Several 
tench over 7lb were repor ted  throughout the summer , topped by a superb 8lb 
14oz specimen caught by Pete Riley in June.  

Reasonable nets of roach, rudd, skimmer bream and perch were also reported 
during the warmer months to pole or waggler tactics.  John Wigg had a terrific 
crucian carp of 3lb 6oz in a mixed bag of roach, rudd, perch and tench  during July.   

Members using 1 rod for carp and 1 for the many other species may well increase 
their chances of a good day out and also hit upon other productive ways of fishing 
the highly -pictu resque Broom.  

Unfortunately the track around the lake had to remain closed for much of the later 
part of the year due to the prolonged spells of wet weather.  You can quickly check 
if the track is open by accessing the Clubôs main web site where the current status 

of the track is regularly updated.   We all ho pe for a drier and sunnier 2009 !!  



WILLINGTON LAKE  

  

Chris Tysoe 46lb 13oz óStarburstô Martin Burton 38lb 4oz óBig Commonô 

Willington burst into life in May with the two most sought after carp making  their 

first appearances of the year.  Several anglers successfully banked Starburst and 
the Big Common  carp through the summer and autumn , before tragedy struck 
(see below) .  May also saw the tench and bream start to feed, with father and son 
Alan and Eth an Andrews taking fish that clinched the specimen trophies for these 
species.  Young Ethanôs bream claimed the Tookey Trophy for the best overall 

specimen caught from SDAA waters during the year.  

  

Ethan Andrews 11lb 3oz bream  Alan Andrews 8lb 2oz tench  

During the summer the bream and tench were caught in numbers on boilie baits 
intended for the carp, whereas the more traditional maggot or sweetcorn baits 
proved  less successful for these species .  Weôre already getting reports in early 

April 2009 of goo d tench catches again this year.  

12 top quality 8 -10lb carp from VS Fisheries were stocked in late -November to 
grow on in the next few years and help to ensure the long term future of the lake .  
However, tragedy struck d ays after the ca rp stocking when  we found a  25lb mirror 
carp  and  10lb br eam  killed by an otter .  We were advised that  otters have very 
large territories  and may not revisit  the lake  for many months or even years , 
however  we  began researching ways  to deter the m .  Our worst -case scenario  was 
realised at the end of Febru ary when first óStarburstô, and a few days la ter the óBig 

Commonô were both killed by an otter.   Based on footprints and the small amount 
of spraint, a n otter expert con cluded that we had a single adult male otter paying 

infreque nt visits to the lake as he roamed his territory along the Great Ouse.  The 
only proven method to protect fish stocks is the construction of a very costly otter 
proof fence around the e ntire perimeter of the  lake, and this is  currently being 

discussed  wi th  the land owner , Environment Agency  and I nternal Drainage Board .  

Otter s are a  protected species, but numbers have recovered across Bedfordshire 
and now pose a potential threa t to fish stocks in both rivers and adjacent 
stillwaters.  E very  lake  without an otter proof fence  is now vulnerable to otter 
predation , particularly during the winter months when carp become very inactive.  

  

First otter victim 25 lb mirror  Otter prints near lake  

With fewer anglers on the lake  during the colder months , cormorant vis its  
significantly increased from  November, and in March we were finally issued with a 
licence to cull 3 cormorants.  We will apply for another licence in September, the 
earliest possible date.  As an experiment, Night Permit holders can now  use 3 rods 

on W illington from Nov ember -  February  to encourage more anglers to be present 

at first light and deter the cormorant visits.  

In spite of th e loss of 3 large carp  to otter predation , Willington  Lake remains an 
ideal water to target specimen carp, tench, bream and pike.   The  Lake still offers a 
realistic chance of catching carp to over 30lb , and bags of bream and tench  (both 
to over 10lb) .  The impact of cormorant predation on silver fish stocks is unknown 

at this time and will only be revealed by anglers ô catch es over the coming season.  

HORSEBRIDGE AND CLIFTON ROAD BRIDGE  

Downstream of the Horsebridge, a small  leak in the bank near the overspill weir 
finally beca me a full breach last November.  This resulted  in the  loss of the fishery 
below the weir due to dewat ering and serious damage to the habitat above the 

weir  up to Shefford Mill .  The Club had first highlighted the leak to the 
Environment Agency several years ago .  However, t he riparian owner had refused 

to pay for repairs and as the EA did not view the bre ach as a flood risk to 
properties, they had also refused to enforce the riparian owner to make the repair.  
The likely cost of such repair i s now several tens of thou sands of pounds.  No 
solutions to these problems are likely to be found  in the short term.  

Fortunately the Clifton Road Bridge sections may have benefited from displaced 
fish stocks from further upstream.  There were several notable chub catches  of fish 
to nearly 5lb, along with roach to over 1lb , dace  and the odd bream .  This is a fun 

and inti mate water to fish, ideal for a short roving session, especially in winter.  


