SHEFFORD & DISTRICT ANGLING ASSOCIATION LTD

2009- 2010 NEWSLETTER

This newsletter has been produced to help keep SDAA members abreast of the key
events and catches during the last year ( May 200 9 to April 2010 ). We hope that
existing members  will choose t o renew their membership for the coming  2010/11
season and are pleased to announce that there is no increase in subs criptions .
Existing membership remains valid unti 15 ™ June 20 10 with new Membership
Books and Night Permits available from May 20 10, whic h are useable from the
date of purchase through to 15 ™ June 2011 . The locks remain the same as last
season, so existing members with an A\90bkey do not need to buy a new key.

SDAA is committed to providing a diverse range of venues to target, with the ve ry
real prospect of catching specimen fish from a wide variety of species. Adult
subscriptions remain at £55 for the whole year, which works out at just over a

£1/week.  Adult Night Permits  for the Airman and Willington Lake remain at £40 ,
with the added bonus that full Night Permit holders  are now able to fish with 3
rods at the se two venues (providing adequate number of rod licences are held ).
The cost of SDAA membership compares very favourably with local day ticket

venues that charge £7 -£12 foraday ticket and up to £24 for a 24h ticket.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING SUMMARY

The AGM was held on 30" March 20 10 and was attended by 40 members.  The
committee and officers remain largely unchanged, except Andy Knight t ook over
as Fisheries Officer, Richard Knigh t became Head Bailiff and Richard Bell is now the
Publicity Officer (as well as Chairman). Kevin Williams has now been co-opted
onto the general committee.

The accounts for the 200  8/9 season demonstrated a surplus of £6 k. Our financial
year ends on 15 ™ June, so the accounts for the 200 9/10 season will not be
prese nted until the next AGM .

Last October we held a Special Members Meeting, the purpose of which wa s to
listen directly to existing members. As a result of the discussion at that meeting

we introdu ced the use of 3 rods at Willington and the Airman for full Night Permit
holders. Following requests from members, w e have also introduced  an additional
ticket to enable a non -fishing night guest to accompany Night Permit holders
whilst night fishing This will be £20/season available by post from the registrar.

MATCHES

The match fixture calendar continue s to develop ( some match catches are
reported below). The club has a full programme of fixtures featuring club, inter -
cluband IPA matches . Last ysedes @ 24h and pike matches proved to be a
success, and will continue next season. New for 2010/11 will be a series of

predator matches with a catfish match at the Airman, a chub match at Pavenham,

a pike match at the Airman and a perch match on the | vel at Broom.

Most matches are free to enter and are open to all members, with an optional £5
pools. Check your Membership Card or the website for further details.

TASTER DAYS

Five members of the club have
now qualified as CRB -checked
angling coaches th rough Angling
Development Board training
courses, and the club are now set

to start their programme of
coaching events. The qualified
coaches are from left to right:
David Baker, Steve Jepp s, Neil
Bygrave, Alan Colclough and David
Hawkes . All five have achieved
Level 1 and some will undertake
further study to reach Level 2.

Initially, SDAA will offer a series of Taster Day sessions where anyone interested
can try their hand at fishing. These sessions will be held at Broo m Lake. Dates
are Sat June 19 ™, Sun June 20 ™ & Sat August 14 . To book phone 07767
074064, or post an application form obtainable from our website

We need extra volunteers to help us on the day with car parking, booking in and
many other important tasks. If you would like to help and be part of the coaching
team, please call 07767 074064.

As we increase our coaching capabilities, we hope to move on to offer training and
development courses for all our members. We know that there are many people

of all ages who wish to fish and who want to acquire skills which will help them
enjoy the sport to their desired level. We see a need for a structured approach to

the development of new anglers and we wish to create a programme that will

teach them the basics of coarse fishing and which wi Il help them get a solid start in
the sport. We also want to help them acquire more advanced skills and offer them
introductions to new branches of the sport. These courses will also aim to help
participants see and understand the wider environment in wh ich they are fishing.

WEBSITE

For up to date news and catch reports
www.shefforddaa.org.uk . The following catches and news are since May 200 9.

THE AIRMAN PIT

The Airma n once again attracted the attentions of members targeting the catfish

during the warmer months . Several anglers broke their personal bests with many

upper 30s being caught throughout the summer. Andrew Howard landed a
magnificent 47lb 60z catfish to ens ure the club record was broken for the third
successive season. Andrew  landed a nother 32lb catfish during the same session.

The carp were reliable feeders throughout the year, even feeding when the lake

was partly frozen during the winter. Venue regular Alan Woods continued his run
of success on the water, including numerous carp over 20lb topped by a 27Ib 8oz

mirror, which ensured he retained the carp specimen trophy for the second year in
succession. Alan also enjoyed considerable success with other sp ecies including
pike and catfish.

from our waters visit t he CI


http://www.shefforddaa.org.uk/

Alan Woods 271lb 80z mirror

Andrew Howard 47lb 60z catfish

Bream and tench  featured in early season catches. Neil Bygrave won the match
held in A ugust with 16lb 40z, which included 4 tench to 4lb as well as roach to 80z.

The winter saw a number of anglers targeting the pike with several large doubles
landed , although most believe much larger specimens are still present.

Once again roachto over 2lb were 6acci dent al capturesd on
summer months . Roach catches during the winter months were generally down on

recent seasons, probably due to the severity of the conditions. However, several

anglers enjoyed some good nets of redfins, often including several fish over 1lb.

S ——— T DN During November 2009 t he club
introduced 30 06C30 (

top quality mirror carp supplied by

AJS Fisheries into the Airman (12

carp) and Broom Lake (18 carp). The

fish were in the 6 -10lb range and

have a wide range of scale patterns

including  sparsely scaled near

leathers, line ars and fully scaled

mirrors. If you catch any of these

fish please let us know their weights

so that we can compare the growth

rates of the carp in the two waters.

Here are examples of two carp
introduced into Broom Lake . We plan
to regularly trickle relatively small
numbers of top quality carp into our
stillwater s to ensure we maintain a
healthy range of sizes and ages in our
waters. We are not neglecting other
species and these will hopefully form

part of our future restocking
programme s. For the mom ent new
stocks will only be with fish that are
likely to be reasonably 6 cor mo
pr oo f oOfish dver 2h in weight.

carp

BROOM LAKE

The Broom Lake carp fed well during the spring before the start of spawning
activity . Several anglers took multiple bags of carp during this period with fish
faingto a variety of methods (e.g.
baits). Young carp anglers Dean Johnson and Andy Stapleton caught a number of

fish during this period , typified by the 22lb 60z commo n for Dean and 191b 120z
common for Andy. As the season progressed the carp fishing became rather hit

and miss . C ommittee members Richard Knight and Andy Knight each had several
100lb+ catches during the summer , whilst others struggled to catch even the odd
carp. Anglers choosing the right conditions and tactics were often rewarded with
carp during short feeding spells as the light began to fade, until carp activity finally
slowed down for the winter. The average size of the carp continues to increase,

with plenty of fish  now over 20lb and with a real chance that the lake will deliver

its first 30Ib carp this season.
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Dean Johnson 22Ib 6 0z common Andy Stapleton 19lb 120z common

However, Broom proved yet again it is far from being just a carp water. Tench
and bream often proved to be reliable feeders when the carp switched off. T ench
to over 7lb were reported throughout the  spring and summer . During August

Dave Baker decided to target the bream and landed an impressive 14 slabs over

4lb 8oz in asi ngle session from a swim on the riverside of the lake

Some O6énetter 6 roach anbagsrof sileerfish e during rthe dvarmen
months , mainly to pole or waggler tactics. In September, John Woods reported a
bag of 100 roach to 12 ounces and 50 rudd t o 1llb, all taken on float fished
maggots.

Volunteers laid 20 tonnes of dlype 1 6into the muddiest areas  of the track around
the lake , which enabled it to remain open from mid April to October

Discussions with fishery specialists have suggested that silt a ccumulation can have
a negativ e impact upon fishing. Therefore, significant steps were taken to reduce
the amount of leaf drop into the lake by removing most of the overhanging willow
trees on the islands. The lake was then treated with 5% tonnes of Silt ex during
the spring , which is designed to break down the existing silt that is over a foot

deep in places . This was a tremendous effort by a small group of enthusiastic
volunteers providing >800 unpaid man hours over a 6 month period. We hope

these step s improve the fishing this season. However, this is just the first phase

of the improveme  nts and further work is planned, which will resume this autumn
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WILLINGTON LAKE

GREAT OUSE (PAVENHAM , WILLINGTON AND LITTLE PAXTON)

Aquote from | ast year@ds. news| Withtleirngt on Lake r emaiRelstivayn few reporssiwerawaceived fromm o our members fishing our  stretches of the

target specimen carp, tench, bream and pike. The Lake still offers a realistic

chance of catching carp to over 30lb, and bags of bream and tench (both to over

10lb).... 6 However, following the well publicised losses to otter predation the
previous seaso n, many members appeared to write off the water and the lake was
devoid of anglers on most days throughout 2009 . Chairman Richard Bell showed
the potential of the water by taking over 150Ib of fish in three short afternoon
sessions last August, comprising of quality bream and tench , as well as a couple  of
small carp. A few members did fish for pike during the winter with many doubles
to 19Ib landed. R eports of the tench feeding this spring has finally seen many
more members returningto the water , with many enjoying considerable success

Willy Woodfield has spent several very productive midweek s essions on the lake
this spring . During April, Willy caught over 100 tench to 8lb 6oz and a number of

bream to 10lb 120z. He also proved there is still a good head of quality carp
present by catching carp to 31lb 40z . Bigger carp have been seen, but how big?
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Willy Woodfield 23Ib mirror

Willy Woodfield 27Ib 140z mirror

Several of the 12 6 € &arp stocked in November 2008 in the 8 -10Ib range from VS
Fisheries have now been caught and are showing very healthy growth rates. Willy
recently landed one of these at 14lb 8oz. A further batch o f these top quality VS
Fi sher i easp will®elsto cked thiswintertoensure t he | akeds | ong

Great Ouse upstream and downstream of Bedford , which offer varied fisheries that
suits a wide range of angling styles Pavenham is noted for barbel, chub and
perch. We are awar e of barbel being caught to mid doubles , but none of these
were officially reported by our secretive  barbel anglers. The biggest barbel
report ed was caught by Committee member Nigel Gilbert at 10lb 110z in August

who then had a terr ific run of catches from SDAA waters (see below) . Nigel
returned to Pavenham in March at the end of the river season to take
30z, perchto 2lb 140z and a 13lb 140z pike () 0  n maggot feeder tactics

chub to 5lb

Nigel Gilbert 10lb 110z barbel 5Ib 30z chub and 2Ib 140z perch

Like the adjoin ing lake, the river stretch at Willington  attracted relatively few
anglers last season, but proved a reliable venue for chub throughout the wi  nter.
The section do wnstream of the old lock fished best when the main river was in
flood, and the removal of some fallen willows has now opened up several more
inviting swims along this under fished venue.

The pegs on the weir pool at Li ttle Paxton once again
proved popular and recorded a wide range of species
including barbel, chub, bream, perch, roach, pike and
eels. Several zander were also reported from the
weir pool this season. Swims just downstream of the
weir pool once again pro  duced chub to 5Ib, whilst the
sections  further downstream remain largely
unexplored.

Lammas Meadow , which lies just upstream of the
weir pool, lived up to its potential to throw up bags
of bream. Nigel Gilbert won the match held in
December with 7 slabst o 5Ilb 140z for a total of 35Ib
50z. A pike match was held on this stretch in flo od
conditions during February. In spite of the blizzard
conditions that also greeted the intrepid anglers,
Kevin Williams managed to tempt a single 9b 40z

pike from the marg ins to take the honours Nigel Gilbert 35Ib 50z

term future



