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SPRING 2011 NEWSLETTER  
 
Our annual  newsletter s are  produced to help keep SDAA members abreast of  the 
key events and catches during  the last year ( late April  20 10  to April 201 1) .  Your 

existing 20 10 /1 1 membership  will remain valid until 15 th  June 2011.  N ew 
Membership  Books and Night Permits  were  available from  early May 20 11, which 
are valid  from the date of purchase through to 15 th  June 201 2. 

SDAA is committed to providing a diverse range of venues to target  on a single 
club ticket , with the very real prospect of catching specimen fish from a wide 
variety of species.   Adult and concessionary subscriptions for the 2011/12 season 
have risen by £5 and will be £60 and £40 respectively .  Couple membership has 

been rep laced by  a memberôs partner being able to take out óSpouseô membership 
at £30, which  will enable couples of all ages to make a financial saving when 
taking out joint SDAA membership.   Junior membership remains unchanged at 
£15.  Juniors aged under 17 have the option of obtaining free  óAssociate Junior 
Membershipô; however, Associate Junior Members can only fish with a single rod 
when supervised by a member over the age of 18 in the same swim and cannot 

night fish.  We hope these initiatives encourage greate r family participation in 
angling .  Adult Night Permits for the Airman and Willington Lake have increased by 
£2.50 to  £4 2.50 , with the added bonus that  full Night Permit holders are now  able 
to fish with 3 rods at the se two venues  at all times and at Broom  Lake whilst day 
fishing from 31 st  October to 31 st  March, provided they have the appropriate 
number of EA licences .  Junior Night Permits remain at £20.  The cost of SDAA 

membership compares very favourably with local day ticket venues , many of which  

now  charge at least £10  for a day ticket and £20 or more  for a 24h ticket.  

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING SUMMARY  

The AGM was held on 30 th  March 20 11 and there were several  changes on the 
committee ; Bod Izzard was elected Treasurer and Colin Smith and David Hawkes 
will  both act as Membership Secretaries.  Kevin Wi lliams has taken over as Match 
Secretary, whilst Neil Bygrave has taken on the new position of Coaching Co -
ordinator and David Baker as Welfare Officer.   Alf Dickinson has stood down from 

his committee roles du e to ill health a fter many years of loyal work for  the Club.  

The accounts for the 2009/10  season demonstrated a shortfall  of £4.7 k, due to the 

cost of installing the  new  entrance to the Airman Pit .  Our financial year ends on 
15 th  June, so the accounts for  the 2010/11  season will not be prese nted until  the 
next AGM  but we anticipate showing a surplus .  The new membership classes and 
subscription rates for the 2011/12 season were announced  (see above) . 

Please note t he MKAA stretches of the GUC are not availa ble to SDAA members 
after the end of the 2010/11 season.   A series of 10  night fishing  events will be 
held at Broom Lake from July to September, details are on the website and the 
new membership books.  There will also be a General  Members  Meeting  on 27 th  
October 2011, the purpose of which is for members to air their views on the Club 
so that any necessary changes can be considered before the next AGM.  

MATCHES  

Due to continuing poor attendance  levels , the traditional  matches have been 
dropped for the coming  season.  However, the more popular series of three 24h  

matches , 5 pike matches and six predator  matches will continue.  The pike series 
has the added bonus of a £100 prize for the biggest pike caught in excess of 20lb.  

For those wanting more traditional m atches we will be running a n annual  óFur and 
Featherô just before Xmas and members also have access to the IPA matches, 
which includes both individual and team events.  

COACHING ACTIVITIES  

 

Three Taster Day events were held in 

2010, which were  very success ful, 
attracting a total of 85 people of all 
ages  (the photo shows Dad David, 

Son Joseph  and Grandad Russell) . 
Feedback was  universally positive. 
SDAA are indebted to the following for 
their active support  of these events : -  

Environment Agency, Andyôs Anglin g, 
Enterprise Tackle and John Pope of 
Cambridge FPAS; and also to Walkers 
Pitch and Mainly Tackle for helping 
promote the events.  

Our coaching activities for 2011 will be held at  Broom Lake where w e will start 
with two  Taster Days on Saturday June 4 th  & S aturday June 18 th , which will feature 

45 minute 1 to 1 sessions on basic fishing.  Suitable for any age from 8 upwards, 

they w ill repeat the  content of last yearôs events and cost £2.50 per entrant.  

We will then offer the Shefford DAA Coaching Course  suppo rted by Enterprise 
Tackle Ltd , designed to take up to 20 new anglers up to good basic competence on 
stillwater fishing.  On Saturdays July 9 th  & July 23 rd  we will cover whip & small pole 
fishing, rig making, baiting, feeding & fish handling.  On Sunday Aug ust 7 th , 
Saturdays September 3 rd  & 17 th  we will train participants on rod & line fishing and 
build on the other skills already introduced.  Each session will be 2 ½ hours long 

and will cost £5 per session per entrant.  We will run repeat sessions in both 
m ornings and afternoons on these 5 days to maximise the number of trainees we 
can take.  The course will finish on Saturday September 24 th  with a 6 hour 
Introduction to carp fishing.  This will cost £10 for the all day event and will have a 

capacity of 10 t rainees.  Preference will be given to those wishing to book all 6 
events as a complete course.  

For both the Taster Days & the Shefford DAA Coaching Course, all tackle & bait will 

be provided.  Entrants should have suitable clothing and food & drink with th em.  
Further details from 07767 074064 or coachingsdaaltd@tiscali.co.uk  or local tackle 
shops.  

WEBSITE  

For up to date news and catch reports  from our waters , visit the Clubôs website 
www.shefforddaa.org.uk .  The following catches and news are since April  20 10 . 

mailto:coachingsdaaltd@tiscali.co.uk
http://www.shefforddaa.org.uk/


THE AIRMAN PIT  

The Airman has a well deserved reputation as an excellent catfish water and 
multiple catches are a realistic target when the condition s are right.  Ben Toyer 

landed a 42lb 8oz specimen in late April 2010 and several catfish around 40lb were 
reported throughout the summer, before this weight was equalled by a fish caught 
by Ashle y Irvine in October.  T here are unconfirmed rumours of an unr eported 
48lb catfish  being caught by a publicity shy member  last summer . 

  

Ben Toyer  42lb 8oz catfish  (Apr 10)  Ashley Irvine 42lb 8oz catfish (Oct 10)  

The catfish disappeared for the winter and suddenly came back on the feed with a 

bang in late April 2 011.  In just  three short 24h sessions , James Turvey  landed an 
incredible 27 catfish with one at 41lb, three over 30lb, five over 20lb, thirteen 
between 10lb -20lb and five under 10lb .  The vast majority of these catfish were 
caught during the day, with the  nights proving unusually quiet.  This April also saw 
Robin Garford landing a new p.b catfish of 41lb 8oz.  Is a 50lb catfish present?  

However, the Airman has a lot more species to offer and as ever t he carp were 

reliable fee ders throughout the year , even when the lake was partly covered by 
ice .  Although it is yet to produce a 30lb specimen, plenty of 20s  were regularly 
reported throughout the year.  One of the more obliging specimens has provided a 
new  p.b. for Rob Gasson at 28lb 2oz last November  and als o a  new  p.b. for 
Andrew Bangert at 28lb when he landed the same fish  this spring . 

  

Rob Gasson 28lb 2oz mirror (Nov 10)  Andrew Bangert 28lb mirror (Apr 11)  

Winter saw plenty of pike being caught with a number of double figure fish being 
reported.  The reputed  20s  and above specimen s have remained elusive . 

 

Neil Bygraves 29lb 2oz net  

Bream and tench are also worth targeting, 
with both species featuring in Neil Bygraves ô 
29lb 2oz match winning catch during July.  

The roach fishing was patchy  with some 

good bags  taken in early summer on 
hempseed , but the shoals proved difficult to 
locate in winter.  However, when the shoals 
are located good bags are possible and 
often include a number of fish over 1lb, with 
specimens over 2lb known to be present.  A  

shoal of big rudd is often spotted in hot 
weather ;  however they continue to seriously 
challenge those who fish for them . 

BROOM LAKE  

Regulars to Broom Lake will have noticed some significant changes during the last 
couple of years.  Discussio ns with fishery spec ialists  suggested that  silt 
accumulation was having  a negativ e impact upon  fishing.  Therefore, a significant 

programme  of work is being undertaken taken to reduce  the amount of leaf drop 
into the lake .  During the last two winters  many  of the overhanging trees have 
been cut back .  The lake was again treated with 5  tonnes of Siltex during late 
March, which is helping  to break down the existing silt deposits .  This project has 
involved  a tremendous effort by a group of enthusiastic volunteers , notably  by the  
efforts of  Andrew Knight, Bry an Lancaster and Richard Knight , but they have been 

ably assisted by many others members willing to help the Club.   This is not the 
end of the story and work  will resume this autumn  to complete the major tasks, 
with  annual mai ntenance required in future years .  Another  40 tonnes of óType 1 ô 

is being laid on the track around the lake  to enable it to stay open for longer . 

Whilst some anglers found the Broom Lake carp elusive , others were consistently 
landing multiple bags .  It wa s noticeable that several good catches came from less 
popular areas of the lake, and the near side margins were far more productive 

than in previous seasons.  No doubt all the tree work has required the fish to seek 
out new areas of refuge.  The 24h match proved the case with good weights 
coming from several areas of the lake , rather than just the previously noted pegs 
dominating.  

  

Scott Quince 27lb 14oz mirror  Alan Lawrence  8lb 12oz tench  


